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Learning 

German: How 
difficult is it? 

Facts and Figures about 
Language Learning 

German is pains-

takingly difficult? 

You’ll  be  sur-

prised  at  how 

easy you will get 

a  grasp:  Be-

cause  with  us 

you’ll  be  speaking  German  starting 

from day 1! The Goethe method focus-

es  on  communication,  so  that  you 

won’t be wasting time just vocabulary 

and  grammar.  All  lessons  are  held 

completely in German, so that you’ll 

quickly get a feeling for the language. 

You will practice your communication 

skills daily in interactive exercises and 

role play, so that you’ll become confi-

dent in speaking German in no time 

and learn how to easily master every-

day situations. Still, we won’t be ne-

glecting reading, writing and the nec-

essary grammatical basis, as we want 

to help you to prepare for your studies, 

work or else in Germany in the best 

possible way.  Our students not only 

appreciate  the  high  efficacy  of  our 

method, but also how much fun our 

classes are. If you want to learn more 

about  us,  you  can 

follow us on Wechat 

or just come around 

for a visit at our lan-

guage learning cen-

ter.  We’re  looking 

forward  to  meeting 

you! 

Our Teaching Concept 

Students have fun working 

together in groups 



This is a question we hear fre-

quently: I want to study or work 

in Germany, so 

how long in ad-

vance should I 

start to learn 

the language? 

Unfortunately 

there is no easy 

answer to that. 

How fast you will learn a lan-

guage depends on several fac-

tors. Generally speaking, the 

more different your target lan-

guage is from your mother 

tongue, the longer it takes to 

master it. Chinese and German 

are among the languages with 

the largest degree of difference; 

many grammatical concepts 

found in western languages 

simply do not exist in Chinese or 

other Asian languages. If you 

are an Asian language native 

speaker, you might therefore 

need more time to grasp the 

logic underlying German. Apart 

from that, your previous experi-

ence with language learning 

plays a crucial role: If you have 

already learned another western 

language, it will be much easier 

for you to learn German.  

How long does it take 
to learn German?  

Modern linguistic studies give an 

estimate of the number of lessons 

needed for Asian language native 

speakers to achieve German B2 

language competency:   

The standard courses at our lan-

guage center are designed with 

1080 lessons to reach B2 level. 

This means that you might be able 

to learn faster, or you might need 

to take one level two times; this 

depends on your personal experi-

ence in language learning. Please 

note that the above numbers are 

referring to your time in class on-

ly; to have real progress, however, 

you should also reserve some time 

after class to revise. So please do 

not underes-

timate the 

amount of 

s e l f -

d i s c i p l i n e 

and motiva-

tion it takes 

to successfully learn a new lan-

guage!  

Our participants like to practice 

together after class. 

Which verbal expression 

to choose? 

Degree of  

Experience 
Teaching Units 

to B2 

No prior 
experience in 
language learning 

2000 - 4000 

Good proficiency 
in English or 
another western 
language 

750 

Source: GSE Research Series, May 2017: How long 

does it take to learn a language? Insights on 
language learning.; FSI Foreign Language Institute 

(Online) 

A1 Break-

t h r o u g h :                                   

Can understand 

a n d  u s e 

e v e r y d a y 

expressions and 

very common 

phrases. Can introduce him/herself 

and can ask and answer questions 

about personal details. 

A2 Waystage: Can understand 

sentences and frequently used 

expressions related to areas of 

immediate relevance: h is/her 

background, immediate environment 

and matters in areas of immediate 

need, like shopping, work, etc. 

B1 Threshold: Can understand the 

main points on familiar matters 

encountered at work, school, leisure. 

Can deal with most situations likely to 

arise whilst travelling. Can describe 

experiences, dreams and hopes. 

B2 Vantage: Can understand the 

main ideas of complex text, including 

technical discussions in his/her field of 

specialisation. Can explain own 

viewpoint. 

C1  E f fec t i ve  O perat ion a l 

Proficiency: Can understand 

demanding, longer texts and 

recognise implicit meaning. Can use 

language flexibly for social, academic 

and professional purposes. 

C2 Mastery: Can understand with 

ease virtually everything heard or 

read.  

 Source: European Council for Intercultural Collaboration (2001) 

Get proficient in German fast  

with the Goethe method! 

What are the proficiency 

levels acc. to the CEFR?  


